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STATE  OF  MONTANA 

VETETIANS'    LfELFAIlE  COMMISSION 
HELENA,   MONTANA  59601 


T'";  H.inorable  Forrest  H.  Anderson 

Crovp-nor 

S'-^to  of  Montana 

Eelcna,   Montana   59601 

Doar  Governor  Anderson: 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Section  82-4002,  R.  C.  M.  1947, 
th"re  is  herewith  transmitted  to  you  the  report  of  the  Veterans'  Welfare 
r.oLiuiission  covering  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  19  71. 

Tliis  report  contains  the  activities  and  accomplishments  of  the  Veterans 
\i(j.?.".ye   Commission.   This  consists  of  the  number  of  veterans  and  dependents 
cr.jiactpd  during  the  year;   the  number  of  claims  filed  with  the  Veterans 
A'."'' I}'- ^stration;  and  the  monetary  value  of  the  claims  successfully 
e^i;c.blisLicd. 

Due  to  the  increasing  worls  load  it  is  recommended  that  another  field 
office  be  established. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


David  V!,   Armstrong,  Jr. 
Director 
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PRINCIPAL  OFFICETS 
VETERANS  WLFAllE   COMMISSION 


OFFICER 

TEIttl  OF  OFFICE 


HOME  ADDRESS 


Leslie  Esl^ildsen,    Chairman 
5-18-6C   to   5-18-74 

Vince   Caciari,   Vice   Chairman 
8-18-70   to   5-18-75 

Russell  \1.    Lindborp,    Secretary 
5-18-67  to   5-18-72 

Charles   Lei  elt ,   Member 

G~1S-G8  to   5-18-73 

Jch.:   'rrauman,   Member 

^-18-71    to   5-18-76 


Malta 


35  Columbia  Ave. ,  V/hitef  ish 


1860  35th  St. ,   Missoula 


115  E.   Main,    Lev/istown 


3436  Timberline  Dr.,  Billings 


PRINCIPAL  ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICER 


David  \J.   Armstrong,  Jr.,  Director 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICE 


Horsliy  Building,   Helena,   Montana 
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LEGAL  riEFERENCES 


GENERAL 

Tbe  statutes  relating  to  the  operations   of   the  Veterans' 
V/el^Te  Commission  are  contained   in   Section   77-1001   to   77-1011   of 
the  Revised  Codes   of  Montana  1947. 

Operating  policies  necessary  to  administer   statutory 
requirements  are  contained  in  the  Veterans  Administration  Regulations. 
The  specific  day  to  day  operations   of   tbe  Veterans'   V/elfare  Commission 
are  Trrgely  confined  to  being  a  liaison  between  Montana  veterans  and 
taor-.r  dependents,   and  the  Veterans  Administration. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

Montana  State  Library 


http://www.archive.org/details/annualreportofv1971mont 


PRINCIPAL  GOAL 


The  Veterans'  l/elfare  Connnission  exists  to  provide  a  means 
whereby  veterans,  and  their  dependents,  obtain  Federal  benefits  due 
them  from  the  Veterans  Administration. 


(3) 


MAJOR  ACCOMPLISmiENTS 

Achievements:  During  the  fiscal  year  1970-71  the  service  officers 
of  the  WC  made  41,113  contacts. 

To  accomplish  our  goal  of  assisting  veterans  and  their  dependents 
in  claims  to  the  Veterans  Administration  there  were  filed: 

611 Compensation  and  Pension  Claims 

462 Death  Claims 

1491 Educational  Claims 

547 Dental  Claims 


1195 

1646 

473 

384 

In  order  to  complete  compensation,  pension,  and  educational 
,-i-,<3-if-~:»r-c.Q   claims  the  following  documents  were  ohtainod  im   and  filed 
with  the   Veterans  Administration: 

Marriage  Certificates 

Birth  Cirtificates 

Divorce  Decrees 

Death  Certificates 

2Iie  monetary  benefits  which  we  assisted  claimants  in  obtaining 
[rc^  t'ae   Veteraiis  Administration  payments  were  as  follows: 

$561,457.00      Compensation  and  Pension  for  Veterans 

2?'>,802.00 Death  Claims 

3.?41,789.00 Educational  Assistance  Benefits 

^50,096.00 insurance 

Total  $4,716,884.00 
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MAJOR  RECOMMENDATIONS  SUMMERIZED 

Priority  Recommendation  Program 

1  Establish  a  local  service  office  in  Havre      Administrative 


MAJOR  RECOMMENDATIONS  DESCRIBED 

l>p_c::J.    Service  Office  in  Havr^:   If  the  primary  objective  of  assisting 
vcte'.T'S  in  obtaining  the  benefits  they  are  entitled  to  under  the 
fed^rf'l  programs  administered  by  the  Veterans  Administration  is  to 
be  p.cco*nrIisbed  a  service  office  is  needed  in  Havre.   This  recommend- 
ation, 'pade  for  the  second  time,  is  necessitated  by  the  ever  increasing 
ni'irber  cf  veterans  in  the  state  and  the  fact  that  in  one  of  our  more 
i'0"'''iiy  populated  areas  there  is  no  service  office  between  Kalispell 
on  the  Vilest  and  V/olf  Point  to  the  East.   Services  as  currently  given, 
to  MIta  out  of  Wolf  Point  and  to  Havre  and  Browning  out  of  Great 
F_'ls,  are  limited  at  best  and  cannot  meet  the  demand.   An  additional 
4.-^,000.00  auiraally  is  required  to  establish  this  office. 
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PHOGHAM  DECC.ITPTION 


GOAL 

As.sist  veterans  and  their  dependents  in  obtaining  the  Federal 
belief  i I  3  due  them  from  the  Veterans  Administration. 


OBJECTI^.^ 


To  assist  every  veteran   or  his  dependents  with  the  filing  of   claims 
for  benefits  to  -.vhicb  they  are  entitled. 

To  advise  every  veteran  and  his  dependents   of   the  benefits 
available  and  assist  them  with  the     filing  for  the  benefits. 

To  act  as   the  veterans  or  depend-ints   accredited  representative 
before  the  Veterans  Administration  whenever  required. 

To  provide  itenerant  service  to  each  county  of   the  State. 


ACHIEVH,f1J]NTS 


Mr>irtained  a  high  level   of  contacts   in  spite  of  reduced  travel.      The 
increasing  number  of  veterans,    of  course,   aided  in  maintaining  this   level. 

Represent  32,500  vetersins  and  dependents. 


PEirOP'MvCE  I1WICAT02S 


Cost 


1968-1969 
$152,420.00 


1969-1970 
$153,351.00 


1970-1971 

$156,383.00 


Performance: 

Contacts  made 
Claims  Filed 


38,366 
2,551 


40,196 
3,373 


41,113 
3,111 
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PROGRAM  COST  DETAIL 


Program  1970-71  FY       Personal        Operating 

Total  Services        Expenses       Capital 

Administration        $156,383.00       126,068.00       29,536.00        634.00 


SOiniCE  OF  FUNDING 


General  Fund  $150,383.00 
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